


Can you remember a time when aluminum cans and plastic bottles were disposed in the same trash can as paper 
napkins? Or the days when you could drive in any lane on the highway regardless of the number of passengers in your 
car? If so, you probably have to travel back several years, even decades. Given the fragile state of our environment, 
we are more focused than ever on reducing our carbon footprint and going “green.”   The personal property 
and IT Industries, like every other, have found it necessary to embark on green initiatives for several reasons-- 

But how can organizations comply with environmental 
mandates and, more importantly, realize results and benefits 
of going “green”? Contrary to popular belief, specialized 
software and specific tools are not necessary in order to practice 
environmental stewardship, and you as a property manager are 
uniquely positioned to provide value to your organization in this 
area. You already have the tools, you already manage the “stuff,” 
and now you can utilize Sunflower Assets to easily translate your 
everyday property management tasks into “green” initiatives. 

Executive Order 13514: Leadership in Environmental, Energy 
and Economic Performance in conjunction with its predecessor, 
Executive Order 13423, identify goals in several areas of 
environmental stewardship for federal organizations. Just 
like federal agencies, private companies are finding that they 
too must implement “green” procedures to remain compliant 
for contractual purposes and more importantly, to increase 
overall efficiency and cut costs. However, the key is being 
able to link these green initiatives -- the “inputs” -- to desired 
outcomes, or specific business-oriented “outputs”. That’s where 
Sunflower enters the equation. Sunflower is the tool that can 
establish that link between your organization’s environmental 
initiatives and ultimate cost savings through its robust 
reporting capabilities. By taking advantage of basic Sunflower 
functionality, property managers can implement practices that 
address the challenges around environmental stewardship. 



One of the largest environmental initiatives in the IT arena 
is increasing the procurement and utilization of EPEAT-
certified products. The Electronic Product Environmental 
Assessment Tool (EPEAT) is a system that helps purchasers 
evaluate, compare and select electronic products (laptops, 
desktops, monitors) based on their environmental 
attributes. All EPEAT-certifieed products are given a 
rating of bronze, silver, or gold based on their attributes. 
As a Property Manager, you’re already tracking certain 
details about your organization’s assets, and Sunflower 
enables you to store EPEAT-related data as well based on 
the asset’s manufacturer/model number combination 
stored on Sunflower’s catalog. By identifying assets as 
EPEAT-certified and associating an EPEAT rating, property 
managers have visibility into the number of EPEAT 
certified items in their inventory, as well as certification 
levels. Real-time reports can then be generated to view 
trends and progress towards EPEAT procurement goals.
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To remain in compliance with green 
procurement mandates, your organization 
may choose to install certain products 
such as Watersense items, EnergyStar 
utilities, even solar panels. The challenge 
is not necessarily acquiring these 
energy-saving products - it’s proving 
that the procurement of energy-saving 
products translates into both energy 
and cost savings for your organization. 

Sunflower’s Maintenance functionality 
allows users to capture events such as 
meter readings on any type of asset, from 
kilowatt hours of energy used to heat 
or cool a particular building, to gallons 
of water consumed per building. The 
ability to record these details allows 
property managers to track utility usage 
over time so that trends can be noted, 
results realized, and savings reported. 
Additionally, preventive maintenance and 
unscheduled maintenance activities can 
be tracked, giving organizations visibility 
into utility maintenance and allowing 
them to make wiser purchasing decisions.



It’s easy enough to replace your entire fleet with hybrid vehicles, or issue 
a mandate that vehicles must utilize alternative fuel sources to reduce 
carbon output. But again, the property manager’s challenge is reflecting 
these initiatives for reporting purposes and proving that results are being 
realized. Sunflower’s Fleet Management Solution can help. Sunflower’s 
core functionality allows for asset records to be created for vehicles just 
like any other piece of equipment. As conventional vehicles are replaced by 
hybrid vehicles, reports can be generated to illustrate the changes in fleet 
composition over time. The fleet management solution is specifically designed 
to capture vehicle-specific asset details such as fuel consumption, fuel type, 
and fuel charges so that these details can be easily tracked and reported.



“Reutilization is the first source of acquisition” seems an easy enough concept to 
understand, but what if you have no insight into idle assets that can be reused? 
Reutilization of usable, idle assets in order to extend useful life and limit unnecessary 
procurement is key to organizational efficiency. Sunflower’s Excess module allows 
organizations to set up screening cycles for excess assets. Groups within your 
organization can identify usable “excess” items so that they can be searched and viewed 
by other business components when the need arises. Other employees can then use 
an item that the organization already owns rather than investing in a new item, a cost-
effective practice that decreases unnecessary spending and helps to eliminate waste.  

Sunflower provides the ability to establish as many screening cycle stages as 
are practicable, such as periods for transfer to another organization, public sale, 
donation, and ultimate disposal if no need for the item exists. Disposal details can 
be captured on the asset record so that protocols are followed and safe disposition is 
ensured. The ability to establish screening cycles and record these events at an item’s 
“end of life” allows organizations to get the most out of their owned assets, minimize 
unnecessary spending and ensure that items are being disposed in a safe manner.



In addition to ensuring compliance with mandates and regulations, the ideas discussed on the previous 
page, while considered green practices, are simply good business practices that significantly improve 
efficiency and affect an organization’s bottom line. Energy expenditures will decrease as a result of 
installing energy efficient utilities and implementing energy-saving techniques. Spending on new 
procurement will decrease as a result of effective reutilization processes and extending the useful life of 
IT equipment. Costs can be partially recovered by implementing transfer and sale processes. Smarter 
purchasing decisions can be made because of increased visibility into maintenance activities on 
equipment and vehicles. Essentially, these ideas shouldn’t be considered from only a “green” perspective 
- they should be considered as part of an overall plan to increase efficiency and eliminate excess spending.

The first step in implementing “green” 
practices is assessing where your 
organization currently is and setting goals 
around where you want to be in one, five, 
ten years. The second is determining 
what initiatives should be undertaken 
in order to reach your short and long-
term goals. The third, and arguably most 
important step, is deciding how those 
initiatives should be properly tracked 
so that progress towards those goals 
can be monitored. Sunflower’s core 
functionality and capabilities offer the 
necessary tools to do just that, so that 
by managing your everyday property 
management tasks, you can help your 
organization meet its environmental 
stewardship goals by simply performing 
everyday property management tasks.


